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Program Philosophy: 

 
We embrace and facilitate the positive growth of the Whole Child, including 
their emotional, social, physical, academic, creative and aesthetic 
development. We work to meet every child where they are at in all of these 
areas, develop a plan to help them move forward from that point, 
continuously reflect on their progress and adjust our instruction/strategies 
accordingly. Our curriculum is child-driven, inquiry based, hands-on, 
purposeful, integrated and fun. 
 

Social-Emotional Learning: 
 

Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) concepts of self-awareness, self-
management, social awareness, relationship skills and responsible decision 
making using the Open Circle Curriculum. 
Building a sense of routine 
Defining Personal Best 
Class Rules  
Mindsets in the classroom: self-esteem, safety, happiness, acceptance, 
empathy, optimism, flexibility, resilience, perseverance and kindness. 
Activities: Sign in, Morning Meeting, Student of the Week, SEL literature, 
Forest Fridays, scripting and modeling. 
 



Reading: 
 

Balanced Literacy Program; A Reading Toolbox 
Fundations: phonics including letters and sounds, word building, parts of 
words, rhyming and words in a sentence 
ABC books 
Shared Reading: poetry, songs, big books, tradebooks, class made books 
Reader’s Workshop: book boxes, reading strategies such as visual cues, 
thinking about what makes sense, what looks right, getting mouth ready to 
say the sound, one to one correspondence 
Buddy Reading 
Read Alouds: Fairytales, Nursery Rhymes, Legends, Fiction, Non-Fiction 
literature with story discussion, monitoring for meaning, schema, imagery 
and questioning 
Discussing story elements such as characters, setting, problem, resolution, 
feelings, beginning, middle and end. 
 

Writing: 
 

Fundations handwriting strokes: Upper and lowercase letters 
Dictation to narrative, persuasive and informational writing  
Class made books following tradebook patterned language or discussions. 
Writer’s Workshop: extending our writing, editing, publishing 
Types of Writing: lists, letters and cards, stories 
Using resources for writing: ABC charts, word wall, write the room 
Traits in writing: ideas, organization, word choice, sentence fluency, voice 
and conventions (capital, punctuation, space between words) 
 

Math: 
 

Bridges Math Program: Number corner and modules 
Calendar  
Lunch Count 
Math work stations 
Focus on: Concept of number, cardinality, subitizing, numeral recognition, 
numeral writing, sequencing, patterning, estimation, counting on, adding and 
subtracting, place value, two and three dimensional shapes, recording data, 
measurement, money 
 
 



Science: 
 

Forest Fridays 
Recording observations  
Seasons 
Farms 
NHS Greenhouse 
Healthy Habits 
Dinosaurs 
Life cycles of animals and plants 
 

Social Studies: 
 

We are all alike and we are all different 
Community Helpers 
Transportation 
 

The Arts: 
 

Thematic Units 
Free Art- drawing, playdough, watercolors, beading, stamping 
Dramatic play 
Block play 
Sensory table 
Songs 
Dance 
Recess 
 

Assessment: 
 

Children are assessed at the beginning, middle and end of the year to 
establish a baseline for learning, drive instruction, chart growth and report to 
parents through report cards and conferences.  Assessments are based on 
Common Core State Standards for Kindergarten. Each child had a K-2nd 
grade assessment binder that travels with them from grade to grade.1 
																																																								
1	Common Core State Standards (CCSS) Initiative is a state led effort that included math, reading and curriculum 
speiclaists in partnership with the Naitonal Governors Associadtion and the Council of Chier State School Officers. 
The purpose was to establish a single set of clear educational expectations for English language arts/literacy and 
mathematics that states can share and voluntarily adopt. New Hampshire hs embedded the standards from this initiative 
into our College and Career Ready Standards. The State Board od Education adopted the new stand sat their July 8, 
2010 meeting committing to a thoughtful, orderly transition process for implementation and assessment to ensure that 



  

 
Reporting Schedule: 

 
Mid-November: Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Late November: First Trimester Report Cards go out 
Mid-March: Second Trimester Report Cards go out 
Mid April: Spring Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Second week of June: Kindergarten Portfolio Day 
Mid June: Third Trimester Report Cards go out 
 
Staff: 
Leah Crohn; Kindergarten Teacher 
Ruth Welsford; Long Term Substitute 
Christina McAlister; Educational Associate 
Linda Hebert; Case Manager 
Kim Cloutier; Case Manager 
 
 

																																																																																																																																																																					
all New Hampshire students experience a successful and productive future. The CCSS are not a national or state 
curriculum nor are they federally manda1ted. Standards do not tell teachers how to teach but provide a Kindergarten 
through 12th grade roadmap for what students should know and be able to demonstrate. It remains up to each local 
school district to design curriculum to help their students successfully achieve the standards. The CCSS are evidenced 
based, aligned with college and work expectations and are informed by the highest standards across the country and 
globe. These standards were designed by a diverse group of educators, business leaders and advocacy and policy 
stakeholders and have garnered support from state and national parent organizations.	


